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altar; and they who partake of the altar are bound to support those who minister at the altar; and this is one out of a thousand applications of the general principles of communion, and reciprocal rights and privileges on which it is fotmded.
Compacted by these reciprocal duties and privileges, but still more truly and effectually by ordinances and sacraments, and by a Divine and mystical agency which animates all with one spirit, and sanctifies all with one grace, clergy and laity together form but one body. The clergy alone no more constitute the Church either in a spiritual, in an ecclesiastical, or in a political sense, than do the laity alone; and the Church has no existence, no duties, no rights, no authority, except as it is composed of both clergy and laity. It is because they forget this that we continually hear persons speaking of the Church as if it were only an hierarchy. If regulations of any kind are proposed for the prosperity of the Church, they start at the sound as if it meant the aggrandizement of the clergy : if the Church is said to be in danger, they only think of the fall of mitres and the impoverishing of benefices. The real truth is, that the Church's privilege and authority belong to the whole body, whoever may be their immediate recipients and executors; and whoever maintains them, whether he be lay or clerical, maintains his own rights and his own patrimony.
And the part of the laity in the Church is no more purely political, than the part of the Clergy is purely spiritual. Nothing could be less just than to deny to the laity a spiritual character, although they are not appointed to spiritual offices. The Sacraments which the ministers distribute, and the laity partake with them, are spiritual; the one (that is Holy Baptism) originating, the other (that is the Blessed Eucharist) continuing, a spiritual character in the recipients. The minister offers up spiritual lauds and prayers for his flock. Even external discipline has a spiritual object, and would be both absurd and unjust, if exercised over those who are not members of the Church spiritual as well as visible. And finally and principally, the ever blessed Fountain and Stream of a true spiritual character, without whom no external sacrament or rite can be to any purpose, even the HOLY